
Identification of SARS-CoV-2 Case Individual becomes SYMPTOMATIC at any point 

HCW:  work restrict, pending 

further evaluation 

Resident:  placed on transmission 

based precautions (isolation). Full 

PPE should be used.  

Exposure Investigation Option A:  Contact 

Tracing to identify close contacts 

Exposure Investigation Option B:  Alternative Approach if 

a facility does not have the expertise, resources, or ability to identify 

all close contacts, investigate the outbreak at a facility-level or group-

level (e.g., unit, floor, or other specific area(s) of the facility).  

Testing identifies additional 

residents or HCW who are 

positive.  Continue to identify 

contacts and perform actions 

as listed in this section (blue). 

If at any point unable to 

identify all close contacts 

HCW:  Use Exposure Investigation 

Table to identify close contacts and 

those with high-risk exposures and 

if quarantine/work restriction is 

warranted.   

Fully-Vaccinated Resident:  do not need to 

quarantined or restricted to their rooms nor 

does full PPE need to be utilized. Source    

control & physically distance for 14 days. 

Not-Fully-Vaccinated 

Resident:  Quarantine 

for 14 days and see 

exposure of residents 

table for guidance. 

Test:  A series of two viral tests for SARS-CoV-2 infection. In these situations, testing is 

recommended immediately (but not earlier than 2 days after the exposure) and, if 

negative, again 5–7 days after the exposure.   Testing is not recommended for people 

who have had SARS-CoV-2 infection in the last 90 days if they remain asymptomatic; 

this is because some people may have detectable virus from their prior infection    

during this period. See examples for sequencing Ag & PCR tests guidance. 

#1B Fully-Vaccinated Residents  perform 

testing as listed in #2 below; residents do 

not need to be restricted to their rooms nor 

does full PPE need to be utilized. Source 

control & physically distance for 14 days . If 

they are symptomatic they should be isolat-

ed and use full PPE used.  

#1A Not Fully-Vaccinated Residents 

perform testing as listed in #2 below; 

restrict residents to their room even if 

tested negative; no group activities, 

and HCW should wear full PPE. 

#2 Testing:  Perform testing on all HCW and Residents  on 

affected units regardless of vaccination status immediately, 

(but not earlier than 2 days after exposure) and if negative, 

again 5-7 days later. 

Ongoing Transmission that is not controlled  by initial interventions; strong con-

sideration should be given to the use of quarantine for fully vaccinated residents 

and work restriction of fully-vaccinated HCW with higher-risk exposures. 

#3A If no additional cases are identified during the broad-based testing, 

room restriction and full PPE use by HCW caring for unvaccinated residents 

can be discontinued after 14 days and no further testing is indicated.  

#3B If additional cases are identified, testing should continue on affected unit(s) 
or facility-wide every 3-7 days in addition to room restriction and full PPE use for 
care of unvaccinated residents, until there are no new cases for 14 days.    
Note:  If antigen testing is used, more frequent testing (every 3 days), should be 
considered. 

Definitions:/ Key: 

Full PPE:  gowns, gloves, eye protection, and 

N95 or higher respirator. 

                 Perform regardless of exposure   

investigation option selected. 

                 May need to implement depend-

ing on situation. 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/nursing-homes-antigen-testing.html

